
From the desk of Natalia Snajdr

S’il vous plaît laissez-moi savoir si vous souhaitez obtenir une copie de cette lettre en français.

Dear neighbour,

Did you know that globally each year we produce electronic garbage (e-waste) that weighs as much as 100,000 
blue whales? That’s a lot of e-waste! And that’s on top of all the other kinds of things we throw away each year.  
It’s horrifying to think about the impact that our garbage has on people and our planet – but I know we can do 
better, together.

CCOC wants to help make it easier 
to do the right thing. 
That’s why I’m so excited to tell you about CCOC’s new 
E-Waste and Hazardous Waste Diversion Program. 

Every day, we’re surrounded by electronic gadgets. 
Everyone wants the best and newest, but after a while 
it’s not new anymore or it doesn’t work and we get rid 
of it. 

Electronics are made up of plastic and a variety of 
valuable metals, from copper and gold to rare palladium. These metals can 

be recycled without losing any of their quality. By recycling precious metals we will reduce the need to mine 
for them. Mining has a huge negative effect on the environment, and in some countries mining 
operations fuel civil war. 

Some metals can be toxic if not disposed of properly.  By using local recycling programs, we will reduce the 
amount of toxic material sent to developing countries like India, China and Africa, where people, (mostly 
children) are exposed to toxic materials in the soil, water and air while they work.

In 2008, I visited Mumbai, India, to see for myself where our garbage ends up. I 
visited an e-waste dump zone called the Grant Road District, where I met Sanjay, 
a 17 year old “e-child”.  From the age of 8 Sanjay grew up sorting through piles of 
old computers for metal to sell.  Sanjay is one of thousands of children doing this 
work without knowing just how much harm this will cause to his health. Sanjay is 24 
now. If we recycle our e-waste responsibly, we can do our part to save others from 
Sanjay’s fate.  

-- David Boushey, CCOC Maintenance Supervisor

The actions we take each day have an impact on people around the globe and on our whole planet – it’s all 
interconnected and our aim is to live in harmony with nature. Working together as over 2,500 CCOC tenants, 
staff and volunteers, we can make a difference!



It just takes a simple change to the way you throw away your e-waste. Drop off unwanted cell phones, 
computers and TVs in our newly installed blue wooden bins set up for collection at your building. 

These bins also take everyday hazardous waste like batteries, old paint and full aerosol cans. 

If you don’t have bins located at your building, give our Maintenance 
office a call at 613-234-4065 ext. 707 and we’ll schedule a pick up.  

I’m here to help. Please call or email if you have any questions, or want to get involved in our green efforts. 

I believe we make a difference. Working together, our actions matter and have a big collective impact. Thank you 
all so much for doing your part as global citizens, as CCOC tenants and as neighbours.

Sincerely,

Natalia Snajdr
CCOC Sustainability Facilitator
613-234-4065, ext 243

Me and Dave!


